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Decoding the Call

PROPOSAL WRITING CAMP 

1. How to understand and analyse a call

2. How to deconstruct a call text

3. Group work: Practical exercise on call decoding



Step 1: Find the right HEU Calls 

1. Published Work Programmes: https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-

tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/how-to-participate/reference-documents

+ Several thematically sorted documents, covering one specific area of HEU (e.g. Health, Widening…)

+ Information is available well in advance (eventually you can get even access to Draft WP’s)

- No filter options available

2. Search Mask: https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-

tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-search

+ Diverse filtering options

+ always up to date

- calls only visible when published

- no central document

3. Dedicated events/webinars: depending on host organisation

+ Calls are presented and explained

+ Possibilty to ask questions

- only at a certain time

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/how-to-participate/reference-documents
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-search


International cooperation in Horizon Europe Work Programme 2021-2022
Funding & Tenders Portal (FTP) – How to find a call? (I)

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-search

Left hand menu:

1) Select a programme –

Horizon Europe

2) Programme part

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-search


International cooperation in Horizon Europe Work Programme 2021-2022

• Introduction

• Overview of the scheduled call(s)  

• Description of the topics

• Call Key data:

- Opening date, deadline

- Type of Action (RIA, CSA, IA, etc)

- indicative budget per Topic/Call

- one-stage/two-stage procedure

- indicative date for evaluation outcome & grant signing

• Budget

2. How to find a call? (II)

What information do thematic 

work programmes provide?

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/how-to-

participate/reference-documents;programCode=HORIZON

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/how-to-participate/reference-documents;programCode=HORIZON


2. How to decode a call text



Deconstructing a call text

• Specific Conditions: main information about the call

• Expected Outcomes: what is supposed to be achieved

• Scope: presents what exactly is expected to be done



Call example



Topic ID

Expected 
Outcome

Scope

Specific 
Conditions

Expected EU contribution per project: between EUR 4 and 6 Million

Indicative budget: Total budget for the topic is EUR 12 Mililion

Type of Action: Research and Innovation Action

Eligibility conditions: see Annex B

Technology Readiness Level: Activities are expected to archive TLR 3-5

Successful proposal will contribute to European Green Deal priorities and the EU biodiversity strategy 

for 2030, whilst supporting the EU’s response to the coronavirus and other zoonotic outbreaks, in the 

context of EU’s goal of leading just digital, economic and ecological transitions that will leave no one 

behind, One Health approaches, and the future European Health Union. Projects results are expected 

to contribute to […] 

Wildlife microbiomes, whether symbiotic, commensal or pathogenic, and their potential to spread 

by crossing interspecies barriers, eventually reaching humans via transitional interfaces (e.g. 

peri-urban, farming areas), are still largely unknown. […] The impacts of land use and climate 

change on biodiversity, ecosystem services and pandemics should be also taken into account, 

as well as any recent IPBES reports on the links between biodiversity and pandemics […] 

HORIZON-CL6-2021-BIODIV-01-11: What else is out 

there? Exploring the connection between biodiversity, 

ecosystems services, pandemics and epidemic risk 

Deconstructing a call text



Deconstructing a call + example

• Specific Conditions: main infromation about the call

• Expected Outcomes: what is supposed to be achieved

• Scope: presents what exactly is expected to be done

Research Work to be done Consortium

Outcomes …→ Impact







3. How to deconstruct a call text

Group Work

• Read carefully the selected Horizon Europe topic chosen as an 

example for the hands-on exercise;

• Sort the information and highlight all words and sentences related 

to the colour code

Work                              Consortium    Impact          Budget







Contact 

● Matthias Wurch: matthias.wurch@dlr.de

● Anneli Roose anneli.roose@civitta.com

mailto:matthias.wurch@dlr.de
mailto:anneli.roose@civitta.com
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Thank you!

#HorizonEU

http://ec.europa.eu/horizon-europe

http://ec.europa.eu/horizon-europe

